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Mayor Sheila Dixon Retains Brown as Rec and Parks’ Director 

 
Baltimore, MD (Feb. 5, 2007) – In keeping with Mayor Sheila Dixon’s goal of a cleaner, greener 

Baltimore, she confirmed today that Connie A. Brown would continue to lead Baltimore City Department 

of Recreation and Parks. The decision to keep Brown was influenced by his ability to work cooperatively 

with other city agencies and the citizens of Baltimore to ensure Baltimore’s parks system continues to be an 

inviting place for reflection, relaxation and entertainment for all.   

 
Mayor Dixon states, “With my aggressive plan to make Baltimore cleaner, greener and a healthier place for 

everyone, I’m pleased to announce that I’m retaining Connie Brown to oversee a department that will be 

central to my agenda.” 

 

Under Brown’s leadership, Baltimore has become a greener city. With innovative initiatives such as Shape 

Up Parks, Baltimore Green Week, the Neighborhood Tree Steward Program, and the Community Forestry 

Programs, the citizens have also embraced the importance of “green” to an urban environment by taking 

responsibility for and pride in their communities. With Brown’s guidance, Baltimore became the first city 

in Maryland to announce an Urban Tree Canopy Goal, which will ultimately improve our air and water 

quality; fight the atmospheric greenhouse effect; and offset energy costs. 

 

Under Brown’s watch, Rec and Parks’ “greening” programs have been nationally recognized and have 

received several awards, including the Tree City USA Growth Award, the MD Plant Award and the Award 

of Excellence for Community Trees and Urban Forestry (presented by the U.S. Conference of Mayors and 

the Home Depot Foundation).  

  

In addition, Brown has been instrumental in helping Baltimoreans maintain both active and healthy 

lifestyles. He has been a strong advocate for increasing the physical activity of the adult population by 

adding more quality programming and unconventional sports. Currently, Rec and Parks offers 18 different 

sports: 200 youth leagues and 112 adult leagues.  
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